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An iPod is not just for playing music, photographs or videos. 

You can use the secret iPod Note reader (Extras > Notes on iPod) like any other PDA or an ebook reader for reading PDF, Word documents, CHM or HLP help files, driving directions, offline Webpages, blogs, email conversations, song lyrics or any other file format that can be converted to plain text.

The trick uses iPod Notes - a special hidden folder on iPod that's available when you select "Enable disk use" under the iPod preferences. 

Once the iPod is connected to your computer and set to be used as a hard disk, open Macintosh Finder or Windows Explorer and drag the files you wish to read in the Notes folder. 

How to read documents from iPod ?

Turn Apple iPod on, go to Extras->Notes menu, open the first iPod notes file. All notes are automatically linked when created with above utility, so you can move from one to another just like turning pages of the book.



How to create text files for the iPod:

» Adobe PDF - Adobe Reader 7 lets you save any PDF file as a text document. If you want only certain pages of the PDF on your iPod, select them with the marquee tool, copy to clipboard and paste it notepad. When Acrobat or Adobe Reader is not installed , use GMail to convert PDF to text.

» Websites - Open the webpage or blog or even the RSS feed in your favorite browser and choose File -> Save As. In the save window, choose "Plain Text" under the save as type settings.

» Microsoft Word - (or other Office programs) - Select File -> Save As and choose Plain text. When Microsoft Office is not installed , use GMail to convert doc, xls, ppt files to text.

» Email - If you are using web based email like gmail or yahoo, open the mail which you'ld like to read in iPod and click the "Print Icon" inside the mail interface. This removes all the bells-n-whistles and gives a printer friendly version of the email message. Save it like you save a website in txt format.

» Classroom lectures - If you have taken notes using OneNote on the tablet PC, save these OneNote documents as text files like any other Microsoft Office file.

» CHM Windows Help files - Download any free CHM to HTML converter that convert the entire Winhelp file into multiple HTML pages. Alternatively, open the CHM help page that you want to transfer, right click and choose view source. Now save the file as a html file and then convert it to text.

What are the limitations of reading inside iPod ?

One major drawback is that you can only read in text format - no fancy graphics or HTML layouts. Second, iPods allow a maximum of 1000 files inside the notes folder with the size of each file not exceeding 4 kb.

So you can transfer text files upto 4 MB which should be more than sufficient. [If you have more text, sorry there's still no way to bypass the iPod notes 4 kb limit.]

If your text document is larger in size than 4kb, it needs to be splitted into smaller 4kb files before transferring to the iPod.

How to Split text files for iPod Notes ?

Once you have saved your document has a plain text file, upload it here and click convert. This online service quickly breaks your document into iPod notes compatible sizes and puts them in a zipped folder.

Just unzip this folder onto your iPod notes folder and you are ready to read on the road. If you open the text files with notepad, you may hate the formatting but they look reasonable inside the iPod.

What else you must know about iPod Note Reader ?

The Notes feature is available on iPods that have a dock connector like the iPod mini, iPod (with Dock Connector), and iPod (Click Wheel) models.

The iPod Note Reader can display any plain text file. To display other language files like Japanese, Korean, or traditional or simplified Chinese, you will have to save the note as Unicode text and also set the iPod language preference not as Latin.

Previous iPod Hacks & Tricks

 • Buy your iPod a dress from Google
 •  How to save PDF & Word Documents in iPod
 •  iPod Camcorder: Record Voice or Video on an iPod
 •  Play DVD movies on the iPod
 •  Talking iPod: Listen to Text files on the iPod 
 • How to connect iPod to the TV ? 
 • Transfer Vinyl Tapes, Audio cassettes to iPod
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How to Download Contacts from Facebook To Outlook Address Book
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 Facebook users are not too pleased with the "walled garden" approach of Facebook. The reason is simple - while you can easily import  your Outlook address book and GMail contacts into Facebook, the reverse path is closed.   There's no "official" way to export your Facebook friends email addresses or contact phone numbers out as a CSV file so that you can sync the contacts data with Outlook, GMail or your BlackBerry.   Some third-party Facebook hacks like "Facebook Sync" (for Mac) and "Facebook Downloader" (for Windows) did allow you to download your Facebook friends' names, emails, mobile phone number and profile photo to the desktop but they were quickly removed  for violation of Facebook Terms of Use.    How to Download Contacts from Facebook  There are still some options to take Friends data outside the walls of Facebook wall.   Facebook offers the Takeout option allowing you to download all Facebook data  locally to the disk (include
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PhishTank Detects Phishing Websites by Digg Style Voting
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OpenDNS, a free service that helps anyone surf the Internet faster with a simple DNS tweak , will announce PhishTank today. PhishTank is a free public database of phishing URLs where anyone can submit their phishes via email or through the website. The submissions are verified by the other community members who then vote for the suspected site. This is such a neat idea as sites can be categorized just based on user feedback without even having to manually verify each and every submission. PhishTank employs the "feedback loop" mechanism where users will be kept updated with the status' of the phish they submit either via email alerts or a personal RSS feed . Naturally, once the PhishTank databases grows, other sites can harness the data using open APIs which will remain free. OpenDNS would also use this data to improve their existing phishing detection algorithms which are already very impressive and efficient. PhishTank  | PhishTank Blog  [Thanks Allison] Related: Google 
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Digital Inspiration  is a popular tech blog  by  Amit Agarwal .   Our popular Google Scripts  include  Gmail Mail Merge  (send personalized emails with Gmail ),  Document Studio  (generate PDFs from Google Forms ) and   File Upload Forms  ( receive files  in Google Drive).   Also see  Reverse Image Mobile Search , Online Speech Recognition  and Website Screenshots , the most useful websites  on the Internet.
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