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Microsoft XPS Document format (earlier Metro), similar in many ways to Adobe PDF, is all set to debut with Windows Vista and Office 12.

Microsoft XPS is designed as a direct competitor to Adobe PostScript and PDF, the de-facto standard document format on the Web. Just like PDF, an XPS document  is displayed identically on every computer and will represent the "printed page"

Read: How does Microsoft XPS Metro compare with Adobe Acrobat PDF

All  Microsoft Office 2007 applications like Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Publisher, Visio, OneNote, and InfoPath would include a Save As XPS in addition to the Save As PDF option (see screenshot). Microsoft will also provide an API for generating XPS documents from any Windows Presentation Foundation WFC applications.

Microsoft will also  provide an XPS Viewer similar to Adobe Acrobat Reader for viewing XPS documents without needing the actual application which created it.  Microsoft XPS reader is available for Windows Vista, Windows XP, and Windows Server 2003.

The Microsoft XPS Document Writer (MXDW) will also be compatible with Windows XP but the current version of MXDW that is available in the SDK of the WinFX CTP is compatible with the WinFX CTP only.  

Will Microsoft XPS be able to dislodge Adobe PDF ? 

Microsoft XPS success will actually depend on how quickly software vendors and printing hardware manufacturers agree for the development of XPS devices and drivers. And according to Alex Woodie,  software developers have started to jump onto Microsoft's XPS bandwagon.

Both Zoran and Software Imaging are developing new products that support the XPS format. Charles LeCompte of Lyra Research also says XPS has a shot at taking some of the shine off PDF.

Andy Simonds posted a screenshot of Microsoft XPS viewer



Microsoft will also  release a stand-alone viewer (not integrated into IE) that will also be supported from Windows Vista through Windows 2000.  XPS Viewers will also be available  for Mac, Linux and Unix platforms.

Microsoft XPS viewer is built on top of Windows Presentation Foundation.  Hence,  it works on all platforms that support WPF - Vista, Windows XP and Windows Server 2003. 

XPS has the potential to grab PDF marketshare but Microsoft Windows Vista is still couple of months away and Adobe is anyway not going to sit idle during this time. Lot of activity is already happening in Adobeplex - they just announced Acrobat 3D, LightRoom and Adobe CS Production Studio.
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How to Download Contacts from Facebook To Outlook Address Book
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 Facebook users are not too pleased with the "walled garden" approach of Facebook. The reason is simple - while you can easily import  your Outlook address book and GMail contacts into Facebook, the reverse path is closed.   There's no "official" way to export your Facebook friends email addresses or contact phone numbers out as a CSV file so that you can sync the contacts data with Outlook, GMail or your BlackBerry.   Some third-party Facebook hacks like "Facebook Sync" (for Mac) and "Facebook Downloader" (for Windows) did allow you to download your Facebook friends' names, emails, mobile phone number and profile photo to the desktop but they were quickly removed  for violation of Facebook Terms of Use.    How to Download Contacts from Facebook  There are still some options to take Friends data outside the walls of Facebook wall.   Facebook offers the Takeout option allowing you to download all Facebook data  locally to the disk (include
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PhishTank Detects Phishing Websites by Digg Style Voting
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OpenDNS, a free service that helps anyone surf the Internet faster with a simple DNS tweak , will announce PhishTank today. PhishTank is a free public database of phishing URLs where anyone can submit their phishes via email or through the website. The submissions are verified by the other community members who then vote for the suspected site. This is such a neat idea as sites can be categorized just based on user feedback without even having to manually verify each and every submission. PhishTank employs the "feedback loop" mechanism where users will be kept updated with the status' of the phish they submit either via email alerts or a personal RSS feed . Naturally, once the PhishTank databases grows, other sites can harness the data using open APIs which will remain free. OpenDNS would also use this data to improve their existing phishing detection algorithms which are already very impressive and efficient. PhishTank  | PhishTank Blog  [Thanks Allison] Related: Google 
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Digital Inspiration  is a popular tech blog  by  Amit Agarwal .   Our popular Google Scripts  include  Gmail Mail Merge  (send personalized emails with Gmail ),  Document Studio  (generate PDFs from Google Forms ) and   File Upload Forms  ( receive files  in Google Drive).   Also see  Reverse Image Mobile Search , Online Speech Recognition  and Website Screenshots , the most useful websites  on the Internet.
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