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There are sometimes genuine reasons to unlock or crack a password protected PDF file. You have the legal right to open the encrypted PDF document but forgot the password like in the case below. 



Say a former colleague created some critical sales reports in PDF format but he is not working with the company anymore. In his absence, you have no option but to crack the PDF password in order to open, read or print these PDF files.

 

Unlock the PDF Password


There are basically two types of PDF protection - the original PDF creator can either restrict opening the PDF file itself or he can restrict others from modifying, printing or copying text and graphics from the PDF file. Here are a few possible workarounds: 



When there are Copying or Printing Restrictions on PDF



Say you want to print a couple of pages from the PDF document but the document settings won't let you do that. 



Open the document in Acrobat Reader or Foxit and capture the PDF page as an image using any free screen capture software. If there are multiple pages, you may try SnagIt since it can autoscroll and capture multiple pages of the document in one-go.



If you want to copy just a portion of text from some PDF page, use a screen capture tool with OCR features (like Kleptomania, Capture Text discussed here) 



Alternatively, you can invest in commercial solutions like Advanced PDF Password Recovery from elcomsoft.com and PDF Password Remover from verypdf.com. These utilities may not recover the password for you - they'll just remove the restrictions from the password protected file. For more tips, check the Adobe PDF Guide.



When there are Document Opening Restrictions..



This is a very tricky case and there's no straight-forward solution to read PDF documents that are password-protected at the Open level.



The software will use methods like Brute Force, Key Search and Dictionary Attack to guess the password. They will try to use all possible character combinations as the password and so the process might take hours or even days and would really depend on your computer's processing power.







Advanced PDF Password Recovery Professional edition from ElcomSoft is a recommended option. When (if) the password is found, the program shows it, as well as the number of passwords which have been tested, and the program speed.



Legal Issues: - you maybe surprised to learn that these PDF password cracking software are absolutely legal and Microsoft even awarded ElcomSoft a Gold Certified Partner status.



Related: Remove Watermarks from Adobe PDF Documents
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 Facebook users are not too pleased with the "walled garden" approach of Facebook. The reason is simple - while you can easily import  your Outlook address book and GMail contacts into Facebook, the reverse path is closed.   There's no "official" way to export your Facebook friends email addresses or contact phone numbers out as a CSV file so that you can sync the contacts data with Outlook, GMail or your BlackBerry.   Some third-party Facebook hacks like "Facebook Sync" (for Mac) and "Facebook Downloader" (for Windows) did allow you to download your Facebook friends' names, emails, mobile phone number and profile photo to the desktop but they were quickly removed  for violation of Facebook Terms of Use.    How to Download Contacts from Facebook  There are still some options to take Friends data outside the walls of Facebook wall.   Facebook offers the Takeout option allowing you to download all Facebook data  locally to the disk (include
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PhishTank Detects Phishing Websites by Digg Style Voting
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OpenDNS, a free service that helps anyone surf the Internet faster with a simple DNS tweak , will announce PhishTank today. PhishTank is a free public database of phishing URLs where anyone can submit their phishes via email or through the website. The submissions are verified by the other community members who then vote for the suspected site. This is such a neat idea as sites can be categorized just based on user feedback without even having to manually verify each and every submission. PhishTank employs the "feedback loop" mechanism where users will be kept updated with the status' of the phish they submit either via email alerts or a personal RSS feed . Naturally, once the PhishTank databases grows, other sites can harness the data using open APIs which will remain free. OpenDNS would also use this data to improve their existing phishing detection algorithms which are already very impressive and efficient. PhishTank  | PhishTank Blog  [Thanks Allison] Related: Google 
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Digital Inspiration  is a popular tech blog  by  Amit Agarwal .   Our popular Google Scripts  include  Gmail Mail Merge  (send personalized emails with Gmail ),  Document Studio  (generate PDFs from Google Forms ) and   File Upload Forms  ( receive files  in Google Drive).   Also see  Reverse Image Mobile Search , Online Speech Recognition  and Website Screenshots , the most useful websites  on the Internet.
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